Print & Electronic Media Reports on Eco Society India activities - 30 times in
Print and Electronic media.

lake bund in an effort to
strengthen it and to create
awareness on lake protec-
tion and importance of
trees.

A press release said Sri
Sarvamangala Residents
== Welfare Association,

= A { former local body repre-
SOCH-Y lﬁb A M sentatives in Sembakkam,

at Chitlapakkam, organ- students and volunteers

ised a palm seed plant- participated in the event

ing event in Sembakkam and planted the seeds.
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This 33-yr-old tackles environmental issues at the roots

Chennai: Talking to DT Next, Annadursi,
founder-trustee of the society, who holds an
MSc in Ecology and Environmental
Science and an M Tech in Environmental
Engineering from Pondichemry Centrsal
University, said that the government's focus
has been on damage control, rather than
working out ways to nip the problem in its
bud.

“They are building drains and culverts to
mitigate the impact. Thatis in no way a
sclution for the problem,” he said.

The scciety will lock at areas like
bicdiversity, groundwater recharge, mico
climate maintenance and control of
pollution levelis. "People think protecting
the environment means planting saplings,
but they don't seem to think if the planted
sapling will get nourished by the
groundwater below,” he added, pointing out
to the preblems closer home, in
Chitlapakkam, where the lake has shrunk
due to incessant dumping of garbage.

Darwin Annadurai

Among many other aspects of the
ecosystem, Annadursi is also addressing
source segregation 8s an important way to
reduce the garbage that resches landfills.
CANCEL He noted, "With wet waste comprising 80
per cent of the total waste, when you begin
composting in big residential complexes,
you are slready reducing the amount
generated in these places by fifty per cent.”

NEXT VIDEO IN 25

"20 anugl @lewer st srwombd) oL _mE" I

- Bacdk in Chitlapakkam, he is batting for the

establishment of sewage treatment plant

and decentralisation of garbage disposal st
each ward. "The water from the plant can be let into the lake that needs continuous supply of water. | am looking at watershed levels
and preservation of waterbodies as the means to prevent any damage to the environment. There is rapid development in the area
and people seem to have forgotten the natural path of water for the Iskes around,” he said.

Annadurai has been worked in private concerns and NGOs addressing solid waste management and also studied the Adyar River
from its source. He has been part of the project in Madhavaram Truck terminal, where a solid waste management programme was
implemented.

1. https://www.dtnext.in/News/City/2018/10/10022212/1091592/This-33yrold-tackles-
environmental-issues-at-the-roots.vpf
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Chennai suburban youth runs NGO to develop environment

Chennai: These are times when people are more aware about the conservation of
environment and preserving it for the future generation.

Understanding that this feat can be achieved only with the cooperation of many
individuals, Darwin Annadurai, a resident of Chitlpakkam, near Tambaram in the city
suburb recently started a NGO called Eco Society of India (ESI).

Speaking to News Today, Darwin says that the main aim of the group is to restore the
greenery in the suburban area.

“Due to rapid urbanisation, temperature has increased, pollution is on the rise and
people are not even able to breathe fresh air. We want to bring about a change at least
for the benefit of our next generation,” he says.

Eco-restoration is the first big step of the group and we are working towards it by collaborating with many associations in the
locality and by conducting plantation drives, says Darwin.

“We also work towards the enhancement of the life of the people by educating women self-help groups about the various works
that are available. We teach them about mushroom cultivation and honey bee rearing,” he adds.

He further says awareness camps are also conducted in schools and colleges so that the next generation will get to know more
about the environment and how to protect it.

“There are many like-minded people who want to contribute to society and we are acting as a platform to unite them,” he
explains.
ETaIking about the garbage dumping problem — one of the major issues in Chitlapakkam — he says decentralisation of segregation
is the only way to reduce garbage dumping in the open.

"Awareness should be created about the benefits of source segregation. Not just the public, officials and conservancy workers
should also be taught about source segregation. This will reduce a lot of solid waste. The biodegradable waste can be converted
to manure and can be used in terrace gardening or can be sold to farmers for a minimum amount,” he says.

.

Darwin can be reached at 94441 12271

2. https://newstodaynet.com/index.php/2018/10/03/chennai-suburban-youth-runs-ngo-to-
develop-environment/
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SELAIYUR LAKE
GETS A FACELIFT

In the last two weekends, 25 residents came together to clean the water body

® Madhumitha Viswanath

obust efforts are being

undertaken by resi-

dents and various en-

vironmental groups

to restore the Selaiyur

Lake which has been
infested with garbage, plastic
waste and polluted by illegal dis-
charge of raw sewage for close to
a decade now.

The lake, spread across 100
acres, has been reduced in size
over the last 10 years due to un-
checked encroachments, said lo-
cals. Due to the government’s inac-
tion, the lake which is the sole
water body in East Tambaram,
hasn’t been desilted for 15 years
now, because of which excess wa-
ter from the Selaiyur lake doesn't
drain into the neighbouring Chita-
lapakkam and Sembakkam lakes.

Irked by the ignorance of au-
thorities, locals have taken up the
responsibility of restoring the
lake in collaboration with multi
ple NGOs. Over the last two week-
ends close to 25 volunteers re-
moved thorn bushes and
overgrown vegetation which was
providing a convenient environ-
ment for anti-social elements to
carry out illegal activities. “Apart-
ments and other encroachments
located along the periphery let out
untreated waste water directly
into the lake. Also, sewage tankers
from other localitiesdump sewage

The next round of clean-up will be done onDecember 22

into the lake. We realised that if
the lake isn’t restored to itsformer
self, such activities will continue
to occur,” said Ra Ravi, organiser
of NGO Makkal Pathai’s south
west Chennai wing.

Volunteers have submitted a let-
ter to the Public Works Depart-
ment to avail an earth-mover to

6

After hyacinths are removed,
we will also plant saplings
around the lake. Currently we

are collaborating with N
like Sabari Green Garden, Eco
India Society and
Vidhaipadhu Vidhia.

—Nalan P, a volunteer
fromAlandur

remove floating garbage and over-
grown vegetation which will be
done during the third session of
the cdean-up.

But, the biggest hurdle these
groups face is the dearth of man-
power as local residents of neigh-
bouring areas of Tambaram, Se-
laiyur, Chitalapakkam are not
aware of such activities. “After
Christmas, students from Madras
Christian College’s NCC wingwill
join us to help with the restora-
tion. But, we require more volun-
teers for these efforts to pay off,”
said Sethuraman, a member of
Madipakkam river restoration
group.

People, who are interested to
volunteer for the upcoming ses-
sion of Selaiyur Lake restoration
to be held on December 22 from
6.30 am to 9.30 am, can contact Ra
Ravi at 9087868796. a

3. http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2018/dec/19/selaiyur-lake-gets-a-

facelift-1913785.html
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Resideliis, NGOs take up restoration of Selaiyur lake

ER - e oeEm  on
Experts said that the 177-acre Selaiyur lake has the potential to be a water resource for the entire locality. But it is one

of the most neglected waterbodies on Chennai suburbs. It has been a dumping spot for garbage, raw sewage and solid
waste for many years now.

Chennai: However, the |ake has been
undergoing an overhaul for the past six
weeks, thanks to a group of organisations
like Eco Scciety of India, Makkal Padhai,
Seva Barathi Tamil Nadu, Sabari Greens
Foundation, etc. Talking to DT Next, Darwin
| Annadursi, founder of Eco Society of India,
said, "Apart from the restoration process, we
. are slso working towsards sensitising and
oreating swareness smong the public. In
the first phase, we are clesring the garbage
and undertaking its restoration. In the next
phase, we want to strengthen the bunds and
desilt the water body. The third phase will
invelve creating a walkway and turning it
into a recrestional spot.”

The Iske has been polluted with sewage
 water that is reaching it through the
stormwater drains from Tambaram. The
neglect has resulted in a large number of
bushes in and arcund the |ake.

Volunteers at work to give a facelift to the lake on Chennai suburbs

The crowdfunded operstion has seen
resident welfare associations contributing to
the equipment used like the JCBs. As many
as 20 to 25 volunteers — residents and
members of NGOs have been working on
Saturdays and Sundays for the past few
weeks.

Annadurai added that the residents in and
around the locslity comprise of mostly lower
and middle-income groups. "We have been
educating them to show how collective
apathy has ruined a Iske that has far more
potential.” In order to ensure that the Iske is
preserved for the future, the groups have
decided to make it 8 boating spot. “The
idea would help us ensure that locals take ownership of its maintenance.” The group is slso planting native saplings sround the lake.

However, for the subsequent phases, the groups will need the help of government departments. “The Public Works Department has to
help us strengthen the bunds,” he pointed out.

V Subramani, founder secretary, Ssbari Green Foundation, which has been mobilising people’s participation for the conservation of

waterbodies across the State, observed, "Without their participation, it is extremely difficult to preserve waterbodies, ss they can
easily be encroached by anti-social elements that will take over the place.”

4. https://www.dtnext.in/News/City/2019/01/15033032/1102888/Residents-NGOs-take-up-
restoration-of-Selaiyur-lake.vpf
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Q and A: Drum beats to create awareness on ecosystem

ance of Par
rhodies wil
environmentalist says the event erTe N0

e oldest art forr
ke place near Selaiyur Lak
l major objectives.

Chennai: Why did you choose Parai Isai
for conveying the message?

Parai is a traditicnal art form that has
always besn used as 8 mode of
communication—be it about social evils or
burning issues, it has been the easiest form
of communication. Moreover, this would
also be a great opportunity to promote &
traditional art form in an urban place like
Chennai.

What will the significance message be?
Tell us a little about the group that will be
performing.

The message will ke about the drastic steps
one needs to take to protect waterbodies
like the |akes in the city. It will communicate
to them that they should not dump trash,
making such waterbodies an open urinal or
toilet. Through the perfformance, they will
be made to understand how their actions
are hurting them and the envircnment. We
are in talks with & few groups like the
Alternative Media Centre and we will
finalise it in a few days. The performance
will last for an hour

Darwin Annadurai

Do you think the current generation wrill
understand the art form?

The drum bests will attract many residents
living in Selaiyur and we definitely think the
message will resonate with youngsters.

Dedicated Server $69.99 - $0 Setup Fee. 2x 3TB SATA HDD

Dedicated Server $69.99
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Fatna artist paints her nails to raise
awareness on COVID-19

@ 1eEM

RWH awareness drive: Metro Water
volunteers visit 2.81L bldgs in 2 days

5

Theni Collector K.V, Muralidharan

plays good samaritan to an accident
victim

Music concert oreates swareness sbout
polythene ban, promotes talent of
youth in Srinagar

Braille version of Bhagwad Gita,
Mahapuran released in Odia language

Aug 29, 202 X026 AM

Students to host tournament to raise

funds for & cause

25, 202 EX0529

5. https://www.dtnext.in/News/Citizen/2019/01/24060238/1103928/0Q-and-A-Drum-beats-

to-create-awareness-on-ecosystem.vpf
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Do you want to volunteer at Selaiyur Lake?

. T.S. ATUL SWAMINATHAN JANUARY 25, 2019 15:03 IST

UPDATED: |JANUARY 25, 2019 15:03 IST

‘Bunds being cleared of trash, d $=2 1; one km covered so
far’

S elaiyur lake is receiving the benefits of a restoration effort. So far, for
about one kilometre, the lake bunds have been cleared of unwanted vegetation
and garbage, says Sabari Green Foundation (SGF), the voluntary organisation
that is carrying out this exercise with permission from the Water Resources
Department.

It may be noted that earlier, SGF had cleared the lake of seemai karuvelam
(Prosopsis Juliflora) and garage, in association Eco-Trust India, Makkal Padhai,
Seva Bharathi and Sri Sarvamangala Nagar Residents Association.

The groups have issued a call for more volunteers to join them in this exercise
{for volunteering, call V. Subramani, founder, SGF, at 9884026023).

The equipment to execute this work is being provided by Seva Bharathi and the
Karur unit of Sabari Green Foundation.

In the second phase, the lake will be desilted, deepened and bunds
strengthened, followed by plantation of saplings, says SGF which has formeda
Whatsapp group ‘Selaiyur Lake Rejuvenation Forum’

R_A_Ravi, district coordinator, south Chennai, Makkal Padhai, says, “Sewage is
being let into the lake; it is essential to set up a sewage treatment plant and let
only treated water into it. Steps must be taken to create a walkers” path on the

bunds”™

Madipakkam lake gets a walkers’ club

Residents of Madipakkam and visitors have created the ‘Madipakkam Lake
Walkers Club] which they believe will go a long way towards protecting the
waterbody.

‘While thanking S. Aravind Ramesh, Sholinganallur ML A, for having allocated
funds for installation of fences and extension of the walkers” path, members of
the newly-formed Club have urged the Water Resources Department (WRD) to
provide a “‘No Objection Certificate” to Greater Chennai Corporation for
strengthening the bunds and laying a walkers’ pathway at Karthikeyapuram
side of the lake.

An official of the Water Resources Department says, “On the Karthikeyapuram
side, the lake has been desilted but steps must be taken to install a fence and lay
pavements surrounding the bunds”™

On the occasion, the Club thanked the State Highways Department for
constructing a culvert on Medavakkam High Road, Madipakkam._




6. https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/do-you-want-to-volunteer-at-selaiyur-
lake/article26089231.ece
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Eco Society India organises mass seed planting event in Chennai

o

Fosted an oe 0, £

Chennai: Eco Society India (ESI). organised a mass palmyra seed planting event at Agaramthen lake

area.

Over 50 volunteers from Youth Red Cross wing of Easwari Engineering College, Porur, Cognizant

Outreach, participated in the event.

Speaking to this paper, ESI member Darwin Annadurai said, *1,040 palim seeds were planted and
1.000 seed balls were also thrown along the lake bund.”
“The volunteers enjoyed watching the scenic waterbody and had a memorable day. Thanks to our

friends at Padappai village near Vandalur for helping us in collecting palm seeds,” he said. The group

has been involved in various social services activities including cleaning of Selaiyur lake and drawing

awareness paintings.

7. https://newstodaynet.com/index.php/2019/09/18/eco-society-india-organises-mass-seed-
planting-event-in-chennai/

8. https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-downtown/ngo-residents-join-
hands-to-revive-selaiyur-lake/article29792113.ece
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United they stand

U Residents extend support to restore lake
in neighbourhood

;f ,

L a-eu’

.

Participants during the consultation meeting of Selaiyur Lake Rejuvenation Committee.

| TALK TEAM |

i during
tne mmkanon meeting of

the Selaiyur Lake Rejuve-
nation Committee held 19
May at Subburayan Park,

7. ‘Anandhapuram. Follow-

ing this, few members from
various associations also
took part in the restoration
work 25 May.

Speaking to Tambaram
Talk, Eco Society of India

founder and one of the
coordinators of the group,
Darwin Annadurai, said

several organisations have
been involved in the clean-
ing and restoration of the
waterbody for the past few
weeks.

‘As part of the process,
there are plans to remove
plastic waste, weeds and
hyacinth from the water-
body, strengthen the lake
bunds and plant new sap-
lings. All these issues were
discussed and public sup-

There are plans
to remove plastic
waste, weeds and
hyacinth from
the waterbody,
strengthen the loke |
bunds and plant 'g
new saplings |

port was also sought. Resi-
dents shared their views on
how to carry forward the
restoration,” he said.

‘The residents said al-
though they all wanted to
protect the waterbody, they
did not have the platform
to do so. The members also
agreed to cooperate with
the volunteers in restoring
the lake,” he added.

The clean up will happen
every Saturday and Sunday
at 6 am.

For details, contact 94441
12271/ 73055 85827.
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Screéning mesh put up in drains to prevent plastics
entering Selaiyur lake

£ e | oreeet BN [ oA

With garbage being dumped into Selaiyur lake despite complaints to the Public Works Department, a local NGO has put

screening meshes at all the spots where the drains carry plastic waste into the lake.

Chennai: "Selsiyur Iske is one of the largest
lakes here and s lot of work remains to be
done to restore it and we decided to start
with preventing garbage being let into it,”
said Darwin Annadurai, founder of Eco-
Society Indis.

“We have been working on this project from
last year and have been clesning the lake
for more 28 weeks, including a8 mass
cleanup recently during which we collected
more than 80 tonnes of trash. The lake
clesnup is carried out regularly, and we slso
began to conduct street play to oeste
awareness sbout keeping the water body
clean. Scon, the residents here stopped
dumping garbage in it,” added Darwin.

To prevent the |ake from being littered with
plastic waste, the organization has come up
with screening mesh fitted in front of drains
before they let the water into water body. "It
helps to clear the waste of plastics easily.
Now, sewage also gets dumped into the Iske
and we must make slternsative sewage
treatment plants to purify the water. Only
then, will the Iske’s water quslity improve,”
Darwin said.

Screening mesh placed at one of the spots

The NGO claimed that it has received
permission from the PWD and municipality
officials for this initiative. “We keep
municipality officials updated sbout our
activities. They have been supportive and
during the cleanup drives, they send us
trucks to collect the waste,” said Santhosh
Kumar M, a volunteer for Eco-Scociety India.

A few residents in the area claimed that
there were no sanitary workers to collect their trash and so they had been disposing their waste in the Iske. Now, however, the
situation has changed. "Earlier, there was no door to door garbage collection system in place, so we had no choice but to dump the
waste in the lake. But we stopped doing so after we noticed people clesning it and trying to keep the Iake free from trash. Now, we
also stop other passers-by from throwing their garbage into Selsiyur lake,” said Sankari K, a resident said.

When contacted, the municipslity sanitary inspector, N Sivakumar said, "We have been monitoring the Iske to chedk who dumps
garbage there and are slso invelved in cleaning the water body every week. We think that the soreening mesh will help in preventing
garbage from flowing into the lake.”




https://www.dtnext.in/News/City/2019/10/23020919/1193560/Screening-mesh-put-up-in-

drains-to-prevent-plastics-.vpf
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Volunteers cheer as clean-up drives reduce waste in
Selaiyur lake

(-] ooves L (mvo [ oo R ] ]
The consistent drives to clean-up Selaiyur lake is bearing fruit, with the volunteers finding much less garbage in the

waterbody. Unlike earlier drives during which more than 100 bags of waste were removed from the lake, there were
only seven bags of waste during clean-up on Saturday, said volunteers.

| Chennai: Around 20 volunteers from
Cognizant QOutreach, Tata Consultancy
Services, Eco Society Indis, residents and
members of Makkal Pathai took part in the
|ske clean-up and restorstion drive that
entered 38th week on Saturday. According
to the volunteers who are enthusiastic about
the outcome, their efforts have paid off with
90 per cent of the lake being clean now.

“In the 32rd week, we collected around 85
sacks of plastics waste and 20 sacks of glass
bottles from the lake besides removing
water hyacinth. Now, we were surprised to
see only 7 bags of waste being collected in
the |ske — thanks to the residents who
curtziled dumping garbage in the lake sfter
seeing our efforts every week,” said Darwin
Annadursi, founder of Eco Society Indis.

The volunteers said that the major problem
during clean-up is when alcohol bottles lie
on the Iskebed and people littered the
place at odd hours. "Residents urged us to
cut trees, as miscreants came there to drink
and litter the place. But it is agsinst the
principle of restorstion,” said Santhosh S, a
volunteer.

Volunteers cleaning the Selaiyur lake on Saturday

Gandhimathi K, a resident of Selaiyur,
recalled how the |ske has been polluted for
more than 15 years. "After repeated
complaints, the officials cleared the shrubs,
but did not clean it. Earlier, we used the
lake for domestic use but stopped after it got
polluted with sewsge and industrial wastes.
Now, after these volunteers took the
initiative to clean the lake, there is a lot of
improvement now.”

«When contacted, a senior official from the local body said, "We allowed the volunteers to clean the Iaske and keep us updsted every
sweek. We are also inspecting the lake often to act against those dumping garbage into the lake.”

When contacted, the municipality sanitary inspector, N Sivakumar said, "We have been monitoring the |ske to check who dumps
garbage there and are slso invelved in cleaning the water body every week. We think that the soreening mesh will help in preventing
garbage from flowing into the lake.”
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Change through colour

@ Naaz Ghani -

long with the sound of

rustling leaves and chirp-

ing birds, the faint sound

of chalk scratching
against a wall fills the air. Vol-
unteers stand in front of differ-
ent walls, chalking out creative
designs centred around aware-
ness programmes like water
scarcity and human-animal
conflict.

The Eco Society Of India, in
collaboration with the Inner
Wheel Chennai Galaxy AWCG)
Club, organised a Paint for
Awareness programme at the
Government Children’s Home
For Girls in the Directorate of
Social Defence in Kilpauk.

“This is a team effort to make
the home meaningful and col-
ourful again. We had also con-
ducted a similar drive at the air-
port and had received a positive
response,” said Karthik Keyan,
the organiser While four volun-
teers mixed paint in around 30
tubs, the rest had begun filling
in the chalked-out outlines on
the walls.

One side of the administra-
tion building on the campus had

a huge mural of a hand holding
adrop of water above the earth,
as well as a colourful spattering
of rainbows and butterflies. A
14-year-old girl was seen filling
in a part of adrawing with blue
paint. “It’s a nice outing on a
Sunday morning for the kids.
Both my daughters paint and
this is a good way they can help
out,” said Sheetal Ram, member
of TWCG.

A few girls from the children’s
home volunteered too. “We need
to save the elephants,” said Ra-
jini, as she painted two ele-
phants facing each other, on
the wall.

Excitement and chatter filled
the air as the 40-odd volunteers
discussed ideas, designs and
colours. Some laughed while
painting the cartoon character
Bugs Bunny, while others
sketched an intricate bird out-
side the classrooms. Some resi-
dents of the children’s home
peeked shyly at the volunteers
at work, mustering up courage
to ask for a paintbrush.

By 11 am, most of the walls
looked as colourful, bright and
lively as the trees, birds and
flowers around the children’s
home.

The wall painting event was held in Kilpauk ® D Sampathkumar
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SELAIYUR TALK

Awareness is key

4 NGO conveys social messages through paintings

| BALASUBRAMANI
MUNIYANDI |

he outer walls of
Sembakkam Mu-
nicipality, have got a

fresh new look with paint-
ings of social messages
done by a group of volun-
teers.

Gayathri Sekar, a
resident of Balaji Nagar,
Madambakkam, and a
core member of the Eco
Society of India, the NGO
who organised the event,
said, the initiative was
taken to create more
awareness among the
public.

‘I have been taking part
in various activities in
the neighbourhood for the
past few years. My father
being an ex-serviceman,

I too wanted to serve the
society in every possi-

ble way. While we have
been campaigning about
water conservation, it was
disheartening to see that
the waterbodies which we
cleaned become polluted
again due the activities

of a few residents. This

is when I thought that
awareness was the key

to sustain the clean-up
activity. But I did not
know how to go about it,’
she said.

She further said, the
idea of creating aware-
ness using wall paintings,
struck her when she was
waiting to get work done
at the Municipality.

‘I saw a lot of people
visiting the office. So I
thought this would be
the right place to teach. I
conveyed my idea to the
officials, who gave me the
go-ahead. I also contacted
a few NGOs in the locality

‘I saw a lot of people visiting the
Municipality office. So | thought this would
be the right place to teach’

who were also more than
willing to participate,
following which we began
our work,’ she said.

She added that several
volunteers too took part
in the painting activity,
which was done during
weekends.

‘The Municipality of-
ficials were supportive
and even members of the
public, who frequented
the place appreciated
our effort. Most impor-
tantly, the message we
wanted to convey reached
a larger section of the
people. Due to the impact
the initiative created, I
have been approached
by a few schools to paint

their walls. We have

also sought permission

to paint the outer walls

of the Madambakkam
Dhenupureeswarar Tem-
ple and are awaiting their
response,’ she noted.

Gayathri also stated that
they would next work on
the walls of the Govern-
ment High School in
Madambakkam.

‘We are yet to finalise
the dates, once that is
done, we will begin work.
Anyone who is willing to
participate in the event
can contact. We will help
them in painting,’ she
said.

Gayathri can be reached
at 9444112271.

11. https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2019/nov/04/change-through-colour-

2056566.amp
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Citizen Connect: Unscientifically converted landfill
pollutes Agaramthen ryots’ nearest source of irrigation

Residents of Agaramthen village and nearby areas off Vandalur-Kelambakkam Road are put to suffer as

Chennai: Darwin Annadursai, the founder of
Eco Society India, said that the
municipsalities such as Tambaram,
Pallavaram and Sembakksm are dumping
their garbage in a landfill in
Venkstamangalam, which is hardly 100 feet

“Toxins from dumped garbage flows into the
lake, which is an irrigation source for the
farmers in the ares. In just a few years, the
Iske has been severely polluted,” Darwin
Annadurai, who works in Tambaram, said.

According to residents, the municipslities
started dumping garbage in
Venkatamangalam around four years ago
and the quality of the lake water started to
deteriorste sfter that. A stream flowing into
the lake runs close to the landfill and camies
toxins from the garbage.

Stream flowing into the lake runs close to the landfill and carries toxins from the
garbage

Darwin added that the government had
constructed an incineration plant at the
spot, but the facility is not functioning.
“Apart from polluting the lake, the landfill is
slso polluting groundwater. Landfills should
be created scientifically so that the toxic
could not enter the ground and
contaminate water. There is no scientific
approach before converting
Venkatamangslam as a landfill,” he ssid.

He pointed out that if the government had
followed scientific procedures and formed
geothermal layer before converting the ares
into a landfill, severe pollution could have

been prevented.

Meanwhile, some residents in the locslity
alleged that the municipality workers resort to burning of garbage during summer, when the garbage is dry.

“Due to the smoke, we could not breathe when it was set on fire. Along with smoke, toxic gases entered our respiratory system,
sffecting our health,” Kumar, a resident said.

Farmers, who are dependent on Agaramthen Iske also expressed concerns that the pollution affects agriculture. They also pointed
out that the pollution in the area also affects vegetation of the locality.

Mesanwhile, it is learnt that the Public Works Department (PWD) has undertaken the restoration of Agaramthen |ske by desilting snd
deepening the Iske. However, PWD officials could not be contacted for comments.

If you notice any civic issues unattended by authorities, please write to us with a photograph at citizen.dtnext@dt.co.in

12. https://www.dtnext.in/News/Citizen/2019/12/21035311/1205054/Citizen-Connect-
Unscientifically-converted-landfill-.vpf
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Selalyur lake committee

meeting 19 May

| TALK TEAM |

consultation meeting of the Selaiyur Lake Reju-
venation Committee will be held 19 May from
=#&4 to 6 pm at the Subburayan Park in Anand-
hapuram

A press release said sev-
eral organisations have been
involved in the cleaning
and restoration of the lake
for the past 20 weeks.

‘As part of the restoration
works, there are plans to
ary plants and hya-
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Thinamalar first page article about Selaiyur lake on 4" July 2019
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TREE PLANTATION

| TALK TEAM |

Students of Women's
Christian College, Chen-
nai, funded a mass tree
plantation programme
on Gandhi Jayanthi.

Those belonging to the
Young Indians Club of
WCC took up this green
initiative by pooling in
funds for over 200 native
saplings and planted the
same at Agaramthen
lake area in an effort to
conserve native trees
and protect the biodiver-
sity in the region.

Employees of IT firms
like Fisher Chennai

PROGRAMME

Engineering Center al-«
raised funds for over

100 saplings and jointly
participated in the affor
estation event, that wa-

organised by Eco Society
India.

Over 80 volunteers
from WCC, Cognizant
Outreach and Eco Soci-
ety India participated in
the event.

Some of the spe-
cies that were planted
included Ficus race-
mosa, Mahua longifolia,
Calophyllum inophyl-
lum, Ficus benghalen-
sis, Terminalia arjuna,
Swietenia mahagoni.

e




13. https://www.vikatan.com/news/miscellaneous/chennai-youngsters-team-holiday-painting-
awareness

Electronic media Reports on Eco Society India activities
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1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y GwjAOMccgg Nammal Mudiyum programme,
Puthiya Thalaimurai TV on 15/12/2018

Win TV News coverage on Selaiyur lake Restoration on 9th April 2019

159 views - Apr 13, 2019 5 5 I o ~> SHARE =4+ SAVE .ee

PN Fco Societv India |~ |

2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NyEVBPp-vZ0 News on our activity in Selaiyur
lake telecasted in Win TV 1t coverage
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WinTV coverage of 1st Public Consulation on Selaiyur Lake

21 views - May 25, 2019 52 GPB 0 > SHARE =+ SAVE

4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUCE5_S7vNA Murasu Tv News coverage on
public consultation held at Selaiyur Anandhapuram
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Print Media Reports on Eco Society India activities
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‘Selaivur lake water unfit for drinking due to sewage
discharge’

y o ueter in the Selriynee lake hos boon foumd wmyfit for usage sinee it contoins a high kel of organde matter
due to discharge gf rme saarage into the waterbody, reselis gf e tests taken by an NE0 have revealed.

BN/t €

NELRT S

@ Chesomal: Ve haue sani The samplas for wansr
quallsy afier e monsoon Season. Slologica
cogygen demand (S0DE) value Is higher Tan e
toleranos value of Zrmgdl for Class © surisos
waner In 6 ot of 7 samples. The resuls
ndlicate & high leywel of onpanic mater
errichmen: dus o The dischages of raw sewage
oo The lalos," Said Darwin Anmadural, wolameser
| &t [Eco Soclety of Indila. “The govermment should
mmaks an alRematihe way 1o dischages sewage,
since, dus to Tis, The groundwaner In e
ocally IS also contaminated,” he added

Surisce water In natural Swironmens oorsains
& sl quantry of oganic compounds. Bt in
an wbanisad osnre s In Salalyr, by
riflow of Sewage brings In loads of ruTiens B
fhe water podiies whikch s congame oy e

mmikcTo opanismS present in e water wilises
diszolen coygen In The water, acTviss polnted
The desmand for cogen Incesses, bzading o
mass fish deats In The waterbody and Tese
iako=s; willl pecome liez Adyar and Cooum. s a
CoMmINCn proilem ioed I Lrnan anses

“TTEre Wars S0 SupQesIicns 10 pOur Soms
chemilcals o purily S beios dirsy wener_ Bt s
eflective mng feinde onily for small ponds. Mot
aflactivs or Sl for Such & lage waner body
Morsousr, [ | miot & panmanent salution of the
i opTion.” sl Saravenan K, anodher
wolrnser

The 'Water Rescuross Deparsment MWRD) saild
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mmmmm-_
Deer blrds find home in Selaiyur lake after restoration

Eve

mm-r Deiitieals = E3 an

The Selaiyuwr lake area have begun sesing many spotted deer and meigratory binds gfter the restoration works, claimed

local residents. The voluntecrs have sent a proposal to the PWD to set up a scwage treatment plant (STP) near the
waterbody

Cheanal: Ouring cyCione Vardsh In 2016, e
compound wall of e Ar Force Siation
coflapsad and e SDOTECS desr moved Ot Of s
pramisas. ‘A faw gesr movad naar Seialnr as
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S%aned removing e seemal karuvelem
(orosopis juitiors) Tees 5O That e natve
ShrUDS 3nd Tees That are agidle for e

” herbvores Can grow Damer. Now, There are more
J Cesr and Migratory DIOS han ususl, which is
Wiy we Oid not remove e Natral vegeation

| siong e bund.” said Darwin Annadural, 8

W volumteer of Eco Society of ingis

Tre volumeers have aiso planted more Sapiings
nasr e lake SO st e svimals can have

adequste SD308 Guring e Summer. “Thare are
A many sapiings Tat are edidie for e oeer. They

& are moving Closar 10 e pudiic resiging In e on Chennal-Tiruchy nighway
" locainy” sald Srkanh K, snomer voluniesr
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SO for saming up STS 2t e waneroody 10 Woman, daughier found hanging at home
ool sawage s plasTic poRUtion a%actng 4 Nagar
= lske. AlsO, we would Study The sit = Sep ot T @ar.ot an

geposiion and SuomE 8 proposal for desining
and using e S 0 sTenghen ?he iske bund.”
S3id Darwin
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Selaiyur-lake-after-restoration.vpf
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NGO seeks fund to help Narikuravas in city

PREOROER now

AVAILABLE 10 SEPTEMBER

§ Chemnal: The Narioursvas iive 3 hand %0 mouh
SSeNCe Dy SATing Daad Droduss N puoiic
places ke e beach. But now, ater he
oTidown, They are reponedly Sianving and are at
8 0S5 200Ut Whom 20 Sporoach for held.

*Al pragan: we are gisYIoUting dry ration kit worh
RS 550 each 20 30 such familles. St as we 00
not have encugh funas, There is & sHuation Tat
one kit i3 baing shared by WO tamifies. Thare
are some Narirauas who asked for help, which
we were able 10 extend. Sut s, hare are many
| S8 wage laDourers WO are Sianing WEnOL
any help,” said Darwin Annadural, & volumeer at
Eco-society gl

The NGO 8iso claimead That et volunieers are
Tying %0 identity dally wage iapourars In e oty
Wwho need heip and hat ey have igentified

" Such workers In Palisvarsm, Xomurpuram

Poonamalies, and Minjr

“The progucss which we have gisrioued wili be
suMticiant 10 las? at leas? %or & week. We are
raising fnas %0 SUDRIly More SUTh KIS %0 dally
wage workers. Also, we have asked he
Corporates %0 exend funds 20 feed such
tamiiies. We are 2150 In e process of
idenmtying pacoie In The City and we need more
wolunieers.” 5310 R Praveen 8 volumiesr with e
NGO

Solar energy: CMDA wams buliding
owners

2 held Wit 5000 kg of ration Tice near
Chennal

Esepos

iMD predicts rain in Chennal

Sz a: Q@213 AN

5 engineering students killed In accident

0

on Chennal-Tiruchy highway
£ Sepos 3 @02 34 A
Cousin who sacretly married 17-year-okd

nekd under Pocso Act

£2 Sep 0L 3 Qar0s A
Woman, daugnter found hanging 3t home
N JJ Nagar
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3. https://www.dtnext.in/News/City/2020/04/12060610/1224663/NGO-seeks-fund-to-help-

Narikuravas-in-

city.vpf?fbclid=IwAR2MJ1ziDQnblfi4MO4LUXCPBHNAgIftji PZLM1NsP113S5EhvwjCbQdcE
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Air, water quality get better as vehicles stay off roads
and industries remain closed

AN by St Fachuirizhrmn arth

Ever since the State-tmposed lockdoum come into gffect, there has been a huge drop in pollution lovels. Hooever,
polition levels at Nowth Chemom, wkich incidemtally has recorded the Fghest member of COVID coses in the city,
continues to be dismal cuwing to the contimuows movement g vahicles.

Chennal: Aocording %o Tamil Magu Polkrion
‘Carra Soard (THNPCE) mata, most parns of e
Sy Fiawe recomded kower bawzls of e hariul
MTogen Dikcwiae (P 2.5, wWiikch 5 rebessen oy
waicies ana power plares. The poliuzion e
of PM 2.5 In Perungudl was 15 mikcTogramims,
Kioyarinanu I3 microgramims and
Gumidipoonl 35 microgramims. This s much
IDeiow The penmissinks bevel of 50 microgram?

"3

Foyspuram, wish 40 posEve COVID cases, is
e worst Afiscie Ane I e oy, St e
poliuion level confinues 50 be higihes Shan e
permissnk I &% e PM 2S5 I e anes i
&7 microgramim 3, wihikch s mone Shan e
permissin . This ks being atriuted & e
SIS movema, of wehkCles. Howewer,
Manall reconded fhe highess of 52 mikcrogram/
ma

TNPCE officlals are arcrrsed over 2
Fmprovemest: lin he alr quailly sinos e
hrTioziown agan

“The air quaiky level In See cfy Is within the
parisinke s and s Dean ransd from
moderats o pood.,” sald a senlor officlal of
THNPCE.

[oemenr, Srieats Marzyan, o SIS, Dol
o, in Indusrial snsss lios Mansil, refineries
i power planes ane STl openating and hence
hare has s 1o 10 I e poliotion baysis
e

Ewan wanar Dodiles I Te Oty S8 10 De Chean
wiEnou? The affiuans from IndusTies.

Uil Fivars racower 1857 onos T Dodione disChanpes ane s7onDeil. Su Tis is onily tamporary. i The CFY D23 1N ouring T IoTmown, e
iy I T rivers: Soull gt & lof baser,” sl Danwin Anmssural, an Sctivist

A Public ‘Works Deparyment (PAD) official sald Shat $hey have cleared garbage and debris dumped near Soown and Buckingiham Canal

“The river resioration work was axpecied 50 be complefed wishin free months and s2%ing up e sewage heatment plant (STP) was e final
sage.” salkl S Kavi, Assistan: Exsoutie Englinser, PWVD

Podiution drop alons won hedp ssitms padiends

Asdems ard ofher resgirasory liness: have bean raducing among e people dus S0 Sie naticeaide lodkaiown. Exparss feel St cusdoor poliution
one of The main Tiggers of asTmiKa, has been reduced as snomodlies ane off She road. Eurt thene are 571l some waorrying facors.

Respirstory and pulmonclogy experss: In e ciy sald that dogs, cats, plants and soents, oo, can Tigger asima,” said Or A Mahilimaran, Cirecior,

insZhue of Thoracke Medicine, Channai

Siafing fhat asiwna patients ane not more prone o SOVID-19, The dinecior said, “Anyone can be aflecied by The vines. But patients with asima,
Fyperersion, diabetes or Cronic obsTucve pulmonany oiseese (DOFD will e @ oM oun Sme recovening froe Tie vinas,  infesiea, as e
Fremany s low.”

Or Anamna Suisramanian. & lesdling pulmonaclogis: &t Kauvery Hosplal, saidl, “oodaown nas: raguce e polirion lavel and we are winessing &
sy rinar of patiants. This o nict meaan That poliotion IS e only Tigger tor sstma®

Dusfing furns: sashsr, sy homemakers

Deoresse of wenioular Taflic on She road IS not only & Dlessing for e kool fona and Sauns Dol Sis0 for RemEmakers and residents, whno say et
e raduced air Dolion and st v bad 30 lass e for dusTIng I and anound Romes.

Uiy, | s She RS TTIOR & Wk HOWEET, TROW, WIS Ratiucan Taic, | oy AT 90 T T FOUSS FTAYE ON08 OF WD & wask " il
L, & Pomamisioar in Mylapone

Hoawayer, Sils doas mot offer Shem much respife s many homamskers, dapergant on houss help 5o keap el homes chaan, ane now Sorcad 5o
fakos D Tese Ak o well. ACCOing 90 VIR, Wi SE7S N & ramed aparment in MNungarmioakiam, Shess aociTonsil Dunsens Can De aiioul 1o
mavigate whille working from home.

et ressidents e averse 50 leing Sl guand down. T sweep and mop up Sie howse dally, &5 opposed 20 cleaning on alemate days. Whilks no
o ComEs e, | ST SaEpning cut for ROTErES, SN 50 T IS SEYS 5 FSk B we Ane Squsmia 60 WA our Rarce ragulany ST wesr ek,
Then we should also make sune gur Sumoundings: ane Chean 50 ensune Thane s no chancoe for an ouloresk " said Winayg




4, https://www.dtnext.in/News/City/2020/04/10053426/1224292/Air-water-quality-get-better-as-
vehicles-stay-off-.vpf
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Mu.mcxpallty continues to dump waste near
Chltlapakkaln lake

mm E3E3 on

Ourng to the lockdoww. residents near Chitlapaidaom loke have stopped duonging waste near the water body. But the

residents and activists are irked by the rusucipakity still cumping mounds gf garbage near the lake. Residents of the
area said that the staff have covered the waste and plastic with mud and that is blocking the fiow of water.

Cheanal: A porction of e lake is Daing usad as
a cumping ground for e wate coliected fom
Chitispsidkam municipsiny. *Afer filling many
complaints reganding e issus, e aunortties
¥ Cimmas e waste S8 Puge ot s
buried In e ares” said Darwin Annacural, an
acivist

He polntad Out hat he ares of e waterbody
has been reduced due 20 Tis ndisiminate
aumping. ¥ e S0l waste is ramoved
compiesely, e lake can De expanded ike 3 faw
years ago. We have witnessed municipainy
vahicle dumping Te waste * said Darwin

B The residems said st Chinapsidam penchays:
§ COo2snT have 8 proper InfasTuciure 10 handie
Solid wasie ang s ey coliect all kinds of
was?2 togather and cump It Dy e lake

Garbags dumpad by ihe laka dafors lookdown (fis pholo) T Rk Wi Coemmed W few IOREs 00 alicy
filing Tequam: complains. The officials shouid

%ake an afior: 20 fing WO IS Imvolved In dumping The wWase here. The groundwater IS aready poliuted and the govammean: has not staned Te
dasiiing work, which was axpacied 10 bagin in 2020," said Pandian, 8 resigen: of Chitiapakiiam

When comaciad, & senior municipainty official said, “We were Clearing T2 wasie Tom e lske and dumMping e Same a1 8 CoOmposed yard at
Xoramor. Sut of late, we hisve ot Deen able 10 Clesr & bacause of he Jockaown. Afer iocigown, &t would D Clesred compietely”

6. https://www.dtnext.in/News/City/2020/05/20054319/1231123/Municipality-continues-to-dump-
waste-near-Chitlapakkam-.vpf
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Coastal clean-ups alone not enough, opine experts

ﬂm i [ 8 e an

t the mamber of their deaths has

The Oive Ridley season is in fudl sieing and reports have already emerged stating tha

gone douwn witle the muomber veniles has inoreased. However, plastic waste on the beack can be a cholang hazard

for these nesting mothers

Cheanal: in an afior 20 prasane e shoreline
acosysiem not only for e snimals ot 8is0
hemsanes, JoTals have takan 10 beach Ciean-

A J "
Y"- ,.w‘!' i uDS an masse
1 .h " Acconding % Darwin Annadursl, Sounder and MO
of ECo Sociely Alllsnce, e baach Clearrups
ususily yleld naarly 1.7 onnes of wasie “Singie-
US2 DiasTiC CONTINUAS 20 D2 3 manace, gespie
e sute-wide Dan. Not only DEaThgoars but
8IS0 vandors are 8 cause for wasie
SCouMUiation. However, over e past faw
monTns, many more pacoie have volamesred 0
clesnup Te Deaches ” e said

This santiment is a resul of many chzens
8330CI8TNg DAY Daschas with & local sanse of
pride. Anomher resson for he InTreasad imerest
in baach clearrups is cue 10 Channal's rising
S80S a3 8 Tavel destnation dus 0 IS
coastine.

Volundesrs of Eoo Soolefy Allance during 2 olean-up In oy

Camying Sorwand Tis Jove for The Yy IS 8 grou of JOUNgSTATS TOm e SChOOIS SIICSS The ity RecyciePro, & nonrprof run by Class 11 studens,
Pais picgging evanss 10 cromote wasie collaction In e public consTience

“Yourgsters ke Greta Thunberg are jeaging The change all over e workd. W nead 20 fix $he wiongs of The zrevious generation. 'We hops that
DAODIE SAS US JOUNGSIETS WOrKing SO Rant and ¥y 20 take care of Al sumoundings bater.” said Shiv Chihatria, founcer

Piogging IS & recent yand in Daach CeaTUDS, 85 8 MOVE 10 MApE IMNASS YantsS and STVIOnMNEnIal DroeCTion o one.
The main issue that Mase INONVCUS'S tace IS 308y, Yom DOT 10Cals as well a3 e floating DOpUistion Tat VST the beaches. “Some residents
ST refusa %0 Soliow Dasic gartage disposal rules, espacisily 8t DUOEC SD8CES. VISHOS YoM outside the State ais0 are ROt awere of e wase

disposal factities svaliadie In e Ciy" sald Annaaural

However, DRySICal Clearruns are NOt SUSIaINaDie 0N Tekr own. Chinalris and Annaciural agresd That Mmore awaransss mus: be spread on keeping
Daachas Claan and CONGUTT SWEranNsss Drogrammes and Camps Trough Talr respative oganisations.

https://www.dtnext.in/News/City/2020/02/25044815/1216930/Coastal-cleanups-alone-not-

enough-opine-experts.vpf
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COVID-19: Koyambedu market, shops to be closed on
Sunday in view of nation-wide people’s curfew

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT CHENNNAI , MARCH 20, 2020 12:64 IST
UPDATED: MARCH 20, 2020 16:03 IST
SHARE ARTICLE f . 4 & 2 = ® | BeFRNT | | A | A

The vegetable, fruits and flowers wholesale market complex, along with
other shops -- except for pharmacies -- will be closed on Sunday

The Koyambedu wholesale market complex will remain closed on Sunday in
view of the nation-wide people’s curfew announced by the Prime Minister on
Thursday night, as a measure to combat COVID-19.

About 4,500 shops in the vegetable, fruits and flowers market will be closed
between Saturday midnight and Sunday night The food grains market too, will
not function. § Srinivasan, president, Chennai Fruits Commission Agents
Association said the market generally received about 800 lorries daily bringing
in produce from different parts of the country They have been informed to
refrain from visiting the market on Sunday.

Normally, business hours begin from 1 a.m. in the wholesale market. “We are
holding awareness programmes at the market with the Market Management
Committee authorities and distributing soaps and masks. We have also sought
screening facilities for COVID-19 at the market next week,” he said.

Shops to remain shut

The Tamil Nadu Vanigar Sangakalin Peramaippu, has asked traders in the State
and city to support the Janata Curfew on Sunday.

“All shops, except pharmacies, will be shut down on Sunday. There are over 21
lakhs in the State and 4 lakhs shops in the city” said Ve Govindrarajalu, general
secretary of the Peramaippu.

He said that residents can stock up on essential commodities such as vegetable:
and fruits on Saturday. He has also requested traders to applaud at 5 pm on
March 22 to appreciate the selfless work of essential services personnel.

Similarly, Care Earth Trust, a bie-diversity research organisation, has also
decided to call off a series of events planned this month in Thazambur. Jayshree
Vencatesan, its managing trustee, said “Several programmes such as tree
planting and bird and insect watching that also involved schoolchildren were
planned. Now, we have called off World Water Day programmes to avoid
congregations till April15”

Eco Society of India based in Tambaram has also decided to stop volunteering
activities till March 31. Darwin Annadurai, its founder, said, some activities like
watering saplings in Agaramthen lake were carried out till March 14 The
number of volunteers has dropped by 70% in the past few weeks, he said.




8. ttps://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/covid-19-koyambedu-market-to-be-closed-on-

sunday-in-view-of-nation-wide-peoples-curfew/article31116373.ece
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Agaramthen lake turns a garbage dump vard

Greon warricrs gf Tomboram have plonted soplings near Agoromtiun loke in order to bring it bock to its pristine
glory. They comploin that the residents mre durmping parbag
gffftcinls ore not toking omy action to cleon the loke, they rue.

into the lake cven giter raech mooreness drive. Eoen the

Chvenmal: Green wamions of Tamibaram hawe
plared saplings near Agararmnen ke In order
%0 loring | back %o I prisTine glory. They
complain Tt e residents are dumping
parnage Mo the lake aywen afer much
awarensss drive. [Even The officlals are not
taking any action 1o chean e lais, ey rus

“Eariler, there weane only Prosopls Julifiors Tees
{Harnuyeiam Tes) near e ke for 2lmost 25 om
Faillowing frequent complalns, the Public
'Wories Deparsment (PWD) cleared The Tees 0
kzep e sumoundings Clean. Thensafer, we
dertiiad & place near The lake for planting
mathe Tees The firs? fme we planted e
aplings, we asied The residens 1o look afer
Thesm. B wihen we retumen afier Two wesks, we
fiound The pllans dead. So, TS Tme we
curseives are malntaining e plants and ane
vising T place ayery vesk.” ald Darwin
Armadural, & wolumesr of Eco-Society indla

The polluted Agaramihen lake near Tambaram

He said e lale was once wsad for drinking and agricuiural puposes. But after e locals stared using borewells, They forgot e lake and
stared dumpling garnage:

“Earller, sawage was geTing mibeed with T laks water and e placs waes ayen worse. Only after repeated complaines, Twe officlals sctea. Mow,
rasidents ey stared dumping DlasTic neags in e leis, mot realising e damage T causes 00 groundwanss. We fays alss conducianl svarenass
diries on e nead o profect e leke. Bt | seams, no one bothers:," saild Wignesh, amodier solunnser.

Fesiderts sald They wene using The water from e laios for domestic purpose. Bt after I gof poliuted with Sewage and garnage ey S30pped
using . They also said thene has been no dearh of Inspection by officlals. Eut no action came forf In protecting The preclous wansrnody

When comtachad, a senilor PWD official sald, “volumesrs ane dolng Thelr biE. Soon we will 522 cleaning and desiing The laios "
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9. https://www.dtnext.in/News/City/2020/01/21044754/1210481/Agaramthen-lake-turns-a-garbage-

dump-yard.vpf
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Around the Anganwadi in 77 hours,
NGO gives a vibrant makeover!

Welcome to Pallikaranai Anganwadi, which has received a facelift, thanks to the NGO, Eco
India.

Society
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| Several injured in SFLTMC clash near
Kolkata

| Four killed, 17 injured as tractar-
trolley overturns in MP
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Day with flowsrs
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| BSS di itself from

article critical of Infosys

| Bihar MLA Gopal Mandal spotted ca
train in undergarments booksd

Asgweedi st iz fecelift by 2oz Sozicly Infls | Zaproas

By OMUASVINMD

Express News Service

CHENNAL The walls which were once dirty, now look colourful. Torn posters have been
replaced by a mural of a young girl sitting on a grassland reading a book with colourful
butterflies all around, as hues of artistic touch bring the old building to life.

Welcome to Pallikaranai Anganwadi, which has received a facelift, thanks to the NGO, Eco
Society India. Working for 77 hours in five continuous days, a team of artists from the NGO,
has given new life to the building located near Thamarai Kulam, with an aim to inspire
children and make them feel good visiting such anganwadis. Founder of the NGO, Darwin
A durai, said the initiative of iented artwork was taken up to instill joy of
reading in children.

“We decided to do this in anganwadis as children come here. It is also good for them to get an

exposure to mural work at a young age,” Annadurai said, adding that this will be expanded t0 1,0 hoaith 12.year-cld who
more Corporation angwadis in the city. workersdevalop  recovered from

“We decided to do this in anganwadis as children come here. It is also good for them to get an
exposure to mural work at a young age,” Annadurai said, adding that this will be expanded to
more Corporation angwadis in the city.

The girl in the mural is painted in black and white, while her surrounding is colorful. One of
the artists who did the painting, Vicky Raj, said, “The girl has been painted in this manner to
signify that when she enters the angwadi, it is just the inning. The surr di are in
colour to signify the knowledge she will pick up. *

Another a painting of a young girl watering plants. is to encourage children to take care of
nature, Raj added.Other artists involved in the painting include Moh angan,
Prabhakaran Appudu , Karpagam and Deepika Gunasekaran.

10. https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2020/dec/01/around-the-anganwadi-in-77-
hours-ngo-gives-a-vibrant-makeover-2230197.html
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Residents and voluntary organisations in southern suburbs are seeking more
water recharging structures instead of a storm-water drain network to mitigate
the pollution of waterbodies.

Residents and NGOs are making efforts to prevent pollution of the Selaiyur and
Sembalkkam lakes. In most localities, the storm-water drain network often
carry polluted water to the lakes. Residents of Karthik Avenue, Chitlapakkam,
had lodged complaints with the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board on the
release of sewage into the Sembakkam lake and the dumping of plastic waste.

Eco Sodety India, an NGO involved in environment conservation, has been
sensitising residents of the localities around Selaiyur lake to the importance of
source segregation and greywater recycling as part of its efforts at restoring the
lake.

The organisation has been creating awareness of waste recycling in apartment
complexes in areas such as Anandapuram and Aadhi Nagar, Selaiyur. “Our
efforts, along with those of the Tambaram municipality, have helped in
reducing garbage littering around the lake. We are now discussing methods to
handle liquid waste to stop the entry of raw sewage into the lake” said Darwin
Annadurai, founder, Eco Society India.

Instead of laying impermeable road surfaces and constructing storm-water
drains, there must be more recharge structures along the road. “We must have
constructed wetlands near lakes using vegetation, like reed grass, to remove
pollutants from the storm-water run-off. This would curb sewage pollution. A
comprehensive environment management plan, involving different

government agencies, Is essential,” he added.




11. https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/water-recharging-structures-
sought/article33414026.ece
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Redrawing Chennai’s lake restoration map

T.5. ATUL SWAMINATHAN SEPTEMBER 07, 2019 17-43 IST
. UPDATED: SEFTEMBER 07, 2018 17:43 I5T
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New groups that are concerned about the state of waterbodies, big and
small, in their neighbourhoods are now giving a fillip to conservation
efforts

‘With the guidance of Sabari Green, a voluntary organisation engaged in tree-
planting and lake-cleaning initiatives, residents welfare associations in
Vengaivasal have come together to restore Vengaivasal Sitheri lake

The members of these associations and the NGO have together formed what is
called “Vengaivasal Sitheri Lake Rejuvenation Forum™

They Forum is now engaged in lake-cleaning activities The restoration is being
sustained by community funding. The work to restore the lake was situated 10
days ago.

Lake in Urapakkam

Residents of this region have formed a lake conservation group in association
with Lions Club of Ponmanam and a TV channel to restore Urapakkam-
Karanai-Puducherry Lake

Thework on clearing the lake of garbage stretched on for months. Work on
desilting and deepening the waterbody as well as formation and strengthening
of bunds were then carried out. The inlet and outlet channels of the lake have

also been cleared of blocks At present, work on planting native trees is going on
iﬁ at the lake.

Pond in Pozhichalur

Started recently by a few residents of Pozhichalur, this pond-cleaning forum
focusses on a pond located near the Pozhichalur bus terminus.

Amember of the Pozhichalur Pond Cleaning Forum says, “Followed clearing of
trash from the pond, steps will be taken to desilt and deepen the pond and form
and strengthen bunds. Besides, we will also be cleaning the inlet and the outlet
channels of the pond We look for volunteers aswell as technical team to help
us to restore the pond” The members of the Forum have also urged the State
Government to release funds to restore the pond.

Green Agaramthen

Eco Society India, a non-profit organisation that has been formed with the
objective of working to protect urban eco-systems, is planting native tree
saplings in an area near the Agaramthen Lake, and plans to start greening the
bunds of the waterody.

A Darwin, an environmental activist and managing trustee of Eco Society India,
says, “The bunds on the lake needs green cover; having trees on the bunds will
strengthen them and also increase biodiversity.

Focus on Sozhipoigai

Sozhipoinear Kulam Malai is a pond found near Mamallapuram bus Stop on
East Coast Road. With the guidance of Sabari Green Foundation, a voluntary
organisation engaged in tree-planting and lake-cleaning initiatives, local
community conservation is now clearing the pond of garbage_

N. M. Magesh Kumar, founder, The Crew, says, At present, work on planting
native tree saplings is going on at Adhanur pond, near Urapakkam_ After the
trash is cleared from a pond, and native tree saplings planted on the bunds, we
undertake sapling maintenance work every weekend.

This work involves clearing plastics from the fences for saplings and also
replacing damaged fences, ifany.




12. https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/redrawing-chennais-lake-restoration-
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Separate water ministry’s
need of hour in state

Green activists see red in
Palllkaranal dredging move

T. SUDHEESH | DC
CHENNAI, DEC. 1

Though Chennal and its
surrounding districts
including  Chengalpet,
Kancheepuram and
Tiruvallur, which regular-
ly have water crisis dur-
ing summer;, received 20,30
per cent excess rainfall
during the last two
months, lapped up by
cyclone Nivar, the water
management in the state
remains an uphill task as
it s looked after by vari-
ous departments.

While the Greater
Chennai Corporation
(GCC) manages ponds and
tanks in the city. the pub-
lic works department
(PWD), which controls
lakes, Metro Water, is in
charge of the water bodies
that provide drinking
water. They also work in
coordination with many
other departments to
maintain  water bodies
and marshlands.

Though the demand for
setting up a single agency
to manage water
resources under a minis-
ter like the water resource
department in Kerala is a
long-standing one, it has
now become the need of
the hour, as almost all
water bodies in the city
are brimming with water
as a result of cyclone
Nivar.

It may be recalled that on
July 30 & division bench of
the Madras high court
comprising M.M.
Sundresh and R
Hemalatha, hearing a plea
of S Kalaiyarasi, ordered
that there has to be a sepa-
rate ministry in the gov-
ernment to deal with
encroachments, preserva-
tion of water bodies and

CHENNM DEC. l

The state government's
reported move to dredge
the Pallikaranai marsh-
land has become a cause
of concern among green
activists,

Green  activist  Jeo
Damin of Poovulagin
Nanbargal, an environ.
mental organization,
said the government was
planning to deepen the
marshland in Pallika-
ranai in the pretext of
water conservation. If the
marshland is dredged, it
will get rid of rich biodi-
versity in the area.

The statement by the
Chief Minister on
Monday is clear that the
government was planning
to deepen the area. The
replenishing natural
resources,

According to the data,
the state has got as many
as 39,000 tanks. Of these,
around 10,000 tanks are
being controlled by the
PWD. Of 10,000 tanks, ab-
out 5,000 tanks are system
tanks fed by riverine chan.
nels. The rest 5,000 tanks
are enriched by rainfall,
The rest of the waterbod-
ies, like tanks and Oorani,
are maintained by various
departments  including
rallways, universities and
local bodies,

Mr. Senthoor Pari, presi-
dent, Exnora Interna-
tional, says reviving and

government claims that
the move is inevitable as
the surrounding areas
have become flood- prone.
Deepening the marsh will
help to improve the water
carrying capacity. But it
would have an adverse
impact on the biodiversity.
It is not clear where the
dredged sand would be
transported to and if
quantity concrete mixture
would be put in the area.
We are concerned about
the proposal, he said.
Darwin Annadurai
Duraiswamy, founder of
Eco India, said that con-
verting the ecosystem of
Pallikaranai marsh is sul-
cidal because it acts as a
natural eco barrier It
absorbs entire chemicals
and pesticides the city
produces and prevents

maintaining water bodies
will help mitigate the
impact of climate change.
‘It is important for a city
like Chennal to have
maintenance and manage-
ment of the Adyar river
and Buckingham Canal’,
he said

V. Rama Rao, chairman,
Sabari Green Foundation,
pointed out that many
departments  including
rallways and defence often
neglected the conserva-
tion of water bodies as it
was not their primary du-
ty. Hence, a separate min-
istry is the need of the ho-
ur to take control of water
bodies and give their best

them flowing into the sea.
Pallikaranai marsh is also
a natural habitat for hun-
dreds of species of flora
and fauna. So it is the duty
of government to protect
it. Pallikaranai marsh,
one of the major dumping
grounds in the city, has
already shrunk from
15,000 acres to 1,500 acres
due to indiscriminate
dumping of solid wastes
during the last four
decades. The area is
enriched with diverse
ecosystem of 29 species of
grass, 164 species of birds,
10 species of mammals, 21
species of reptiles, 50
species of fishes, nine
species of amphibians
and mollusks, five species
of crustaceans, and seven
sp;agics of butterflies, he
said.

attention for improvement
of water bodies in the
state’, he said,

Dr Shekhar Raghavan,
Chennai’s Rain Man, who
founded NGO Rain
Centre, also agreed with
the concept of a new min.
istry for water manage-
ment. “We had studied
this matter post 2015 flood
and suggested the govern-
ment for the creation of a
‘rainwater department’ to
manage the water predom-
inantly received through
the seasonal rainfall. But
it has so far not become a
reality. It is time for the
government to think
about seriously,” he said.
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Coming together for a cause

€ Various NGOs join hands for the uplift of Vengambakkam Government School

Volunteers during the wall painting event at
Vengambakkam Government School.

SPOT CORRESPONDENT
* rai of Ecosociety of India
said the members drew

olunteers of differ- = :
six colourful images on

ent organisations

event, Darwin Annadu-

inaugurated in the last
week of December.

The toilet was con-
structed by Rotary Club
of Madras Temple City
and Mangaladeepam
NGO.

“We wanted to beautify
the compound wall to mo-
tivate the students. The
__toilet is constructed at
a cost of Rs 4

toilet is constructed
at a cost of Rs 4 lakh as the
existing toilets were damaged and

rere

not usable. Napkin incinerator is dam-
provided in the girls toilet’ aged and
not usable,

sta- Napkin  in-
tus, , cinerator is provid-
gender equality and

. ed in the girls toilet,” he
rainwater harvesting.

took part in a wall paint-
ing event at the Ven-

gambakkam Govern-
ment School.
Speaking about the

the compound walls of

the school, depicting the
importance of going to
school, role of education
in the uplift of children
irrespective of financial

He said the wall paint-
ing initiative was taken
up as the newly con-
structed toilet at the
school was planned to be

added. Apart from the
volunteers, school head-
mistress N Jaya and
Balasubramaniam of
Mangaladeepam was also
present,

-
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Voluntary groups adapting to new normal
. K. Lakshmi CHEMNAL, APRIL 20, 2027 00:38 IST
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Pandemic curbs hit weekend environmental activities, such as lake
cleaning and tree plantation
Several voluntary organisations and citizens groups engaged in environmental
THE HINDU conservation are adopting alternative measures due to the severity of the
DATED 20TH pandemic.
APRIL 2021

Weekend volunteering for various environmental causes, be it lake cleaning,
tree plantation or awareness drives through wall paintings have been affected
because of COVID-19 mitigation restrictions.

Finding sufficient number of volunteers has become a challenge, say
environmental activists. The new restrictions, including lockdown on Sundays,
will delay the work.

S. Sekaran, secretary of Korattur Aeri Padukappu Makkal Iyakkam, a citizens’
group dedicated to lake protection, said, “We recently launched ‘Save Korattur
lake’ a 52-week campaign. We removed 300 liquor and plastic bottles and 100
sacks of garbage during a drive on a Sunday alone. We want to clean up to 6 km
of the lake’s periphery to help more people use the area without hassles™
However, the number of volunteers, particularly from educational institutions,
has dropped by 50%. The citizens’ group is managing the activities with teams
from other voluntary organisations, he added.

A few organisations plan to use machinery for clearing vegetation.

S. Sameer of the Social Work Team Trust said there had been a setbackin
weekend activities as students were not participating now. “We have limited the
number of volunteers to 10-20 for maintaining trees planted around the lake.
This would mean a delay in work. But we have to manage with available
resources,” he said.

A few organisations, particularly in the southern suburbs, have stopped regular
weekend volunteering activities owing to the pandemic.

Darwin Annadurai, founder, Eco Society India, said, “Participation has reduced
considerably over the past few months as priorities have changed. Regular
environmental activities have been stopped in Agaramthen and Selaiyur lakes.
We seek only a few volunteers to maintain trees planted along the waterbodies™
“The absence of campaigns has aggravated issues like garbage dumping along
roads in areas, including Pallavaram and Chromepet” As an alternative, plans
are afoot to employ people or provide remuneration for activities like wall
painting and maintenance of saplings planted through fundraisers, he said.

Officials of the Water Resources Department said requests for volunteering
activities were not encouraged.

“We have advised not to carry out any activities around Red Hills lake on
Sundays this month. Volunteers are involved in tree maintenance efforts on
other days. We monitor if they follow COVID-19 safety protocols,” said an
official.
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normal/article34362488.ece
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City volunteers help daily wagers with food,
essential items to tide over pandemic woes

CHENNAL As the clty gears

up for another stringent
lockdown, with thousands who
test positive for COVIDI9 everday
struggling for bods and oxygen,
all attention s focused on those
who are falling prey to the virus
while the daily wagers In the city
go hungry for yet another week,
In an attempt 1o alleviate some of
thelr concerns, a group of
volunteers have stepped forward
to help those in need by
distributing food and essentials,

Darwin Annadural, one of the

volunteers, said, “There are so many
poople glving out food and

tials to COVID infected
patients, but o large population of
casunl labourers are still golng
hungry. Hence we doclded 1o help the
dally wagors by providing essential
{tems to them during the pandem e
because these people don't have a
permanent source of income. Also,
they don't have family cards and are
unable to get things from
ration shops.”

According to the volunteers
working with the labourers, 8 vast
majority of them borrowed o huge
amount of money from others to stay
aflont during the first wave and have

sinco boon unable to ropay them
lending to further economic woes.

Another volunteer, Balakrishnan
from Velachery, pointed out that they
had distributed food packets to dally
wagers during the first wave but
their numbers have increased now,
“Unlike last year, the number of
dally wagers who lost their jobs has
increased and they cannot afford to
buy or make food. So, every day we
dintribute food puckets and twice n
woek we give them essential items
too. If they full sick we take them to
the nearby clinie and tend to thelr
medical care. So far none in my care
has developed COVID symptoms,”
he sald.

2. https://epaper.dtnext.in/Home/MShareArticle?Orgld=2454ef75278&imageview=1

‘Wash’ project to brmg Narikuravas to mainstream

T. SUDHEESH | DC
CHENNAI, APRIL 14

As many as 400 families of
Narikuravas residing
behind Pallavaram market
in the largest such settle-
ment of this nomadic com-
munity in the city, are set
to get a new lease of life
with a new water, sanita-
tion and hygiene (Wash)

project.

The multi-million rupee
rrojecl for which the base-

ine survey started earlier
this month, is being imple-
mented by the Real
Charitable Trust, a city-
based NGO in association
with United Way Chennai.
S. Lawrence, founder of
the trust, said that the
community would be given
access to enough exclusive
toilets and reverse osmosis
(RO) plants through a year-
long special focus.

“As part of the project, a
committee comprising
government officials, peo-
ple’s representatives and
community leaders has
been constituted. The proj-
ect will be implemented
with the advice and guid-
ance of the committee. We
are now ing to form

e

eccan

exclusive Self Help Groups
(SHGs) among young
members so that they
would be taught income-
earning skill works. Apart
from that, we will teach
them hygiene etiquette
and rainwater harvesting
techniques. The project
will be completed by April
next year,” he said
Narikuravas, who speak
an unclassified language
witha scsm)l called Vaagri
Booli, u; to live a hand
to mouth existence by sell-
ing bead products in pub-
lic places like the beach
and markets. Their life
turn: has mijserable

hronicle

since the Covid19 pandem-
ic and subsequent lock-
downs in the city that
forced them to become rag-
pickers and animal
hunters.

The gipsy tribe, who are
traditional animal wor-
shipers, are also practi-
tioners of distinct rituals
and customs including
sami-mootai (God's bun-
dle), an inherited bundle of
cloth dipped in animal
blood by their ancestors.
The community got
Scheduled Tribes (ST) sta-
tus back in 2016 after a
four and a half decade long
constitutional battle lo

came after the Lok
Committee recommend
their inclusion in the lig
of ST. In 2015, the
Minister of State Po
Radhakrishnan, point
out in a letter to the Tribs
Affairs Minister that t
Narikuravar Communit
was ‘nomadic, extremel
poor and one of 1t
most vulnerable commun
ties' in Tamil Nadu an|
meagre 0.02 percent
them are

Dated 15th Ap

Though the community
has received 9 exclusive
toilets for each gender
under Swachh Bharat
Scheme they have been
facing a lot of issues from
the local people as well,
Radhika, a local Narikur-
ava community leader,
says the toilets built for the
community are now being

by the general public,
“Our women are scared to
use these toilets as the
local miscreants are mak-
ing them uncomfortable.
Though we are given ST
status, we are still being
treated by authorities as
MBC to get rid of be_l_lcﬂls

Darwin Annadurai, a

social activist who works
with the community says
they are discriminated
against by the authorities
as the Tamil people don't
recognise them and their
culture. The community
always felt detached from
mainstream of society.
Many of them actually
refuse to send their
children to schools as they
feel that they don't get
equalls" lrealjmenl at



https://epaper.dtnext.in/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=2454ef75278&imageview=1

DT&NEXT

FOR THE NEW AGE READER
Sat, Sep 04, 2021

# NEWS MADRAS WEEK LIFESTYLE E-PAPER SPECIALS
CHENNAI | TAMIL NADU | NATION [ WORLD | SPORTS | CINEMA | BUSINESS | CITIZEN | TRUTHEXPOSED

HOM t‘

Bulld channel connectlng lakes to prevent flooding in
Chltlapakkam, urge activists

hed: & O]
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Eco Society India, an NGO that took part in the cleaning of Selaiyur Lake, has urged the State government to construct

a surplus channel and operationalise sluice gates to prevent flooding in Chitlapakkam.

Chennai: In a representation to the chief

‘: engineer of the Water Resources department,
Darwin Annadurai, founder and managing

: ltrustee of Eco Society India, pointed out that
with the help of several organisations, residents
welfare associations and employees of [T firms,
regular cleanup drives were conducted in the
lake to clear unwanted vegetation along the
bund.

“During 2019-2020, we have removed 12
tonnes of garbage dumped by the residents in
the lakeshore. Due to our sustained outreach
campaigns, people have stopped dumping on
the lake bunds and along the stormwater drains,
“ Darwin Annadurai added.

The representation added that the Selaiyur Lake
has four sluice gates along the bund and one
surplus weir on the northern side. As the sluice
gates in the lake bund are not operated, the
entire surplus water of the lake drains in Chitlapakkam leading to flooding, causing extensive damage to public property in Babu Street,
Thirumagal Nagar, Pradeep Avenue and Shanthi Avenue in downstream Chitlapakkam. “A decade ago, when the Selaiyur lake water was used
for irrigation, the sluice gates were regularly operated and a natural stream was connecting the Selaiyur Lake with Thiruvanchery lake. We
request to construct a channel, with rainwater infiltration pits connecting both the lakes and operationalise the sluice gates whenever necessary
to prevent flooding in Chitlapakkam,” he urged.

Representative Image

3. https://www.dtnext.in/News/TopNews/2021/07/04013934/1304709/Build-channel-
connecting-lakes-to-prevent-flooding-.vpf
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# Eco Society India and Bisleri carry awareness campaign about "plastic segregation’

Eco Scclety India  in
collaboration with Bislerns
had recontly launched an
Awareness campaign to
“neatly segregate” plastics

Justing from Bislert and
Darwin Annaduras from Eco
Soctaty India oxplained the
various benefits of "neatly
segrogeting” plastics develd
of food particles so that it
can be sent for recycling and
prevent it froon ondlog up o
the landfills and polluting
our Environment.

Justing said that this
programme is a4 part of
Baslorvs "Bottlos for Change®
Programums initisted across
the country in which
authorssed bulk waste
calloctors are deputed to
every housing socsety to
collect all types of neatly
segregated plasties and
sand it for recycling.

Housing sccketios can
generate revenue out uf
the plastics generated in

Saras High Riso aparimonts
in Kovilambakkam and addod
that simtlar programmes
will bo held in Tambaram
s well

their premises by sending
it foe recycling and help to
presarve & doan and heslthy
eavirvament, Darwis aaid

Darwin said that the

programme wis held at S&S Darwin said Eco-Sackety

India & a registered non.
profit, non political, non
rolighous, voluntary and
prefessicaanl citizen group
foanded to sensitiso and
train the communities to
protect and preserve the
urban ecosystems.

To achieve the objectives
we organise discussions.
exhibitions,
workshops,
training, study
cultural, educational and
phidoscg hical foram in view
of integral and inclusive
developeent of the nation,'
he addod

Far further dotails contact
9444012201

sominars
coanforences,
circdes,

VV Naveen

lilam
has launched new

Duplex

@ Indra Nagar,
Selaiyur
(North Facing)

Land Area: 1000 sqn, UNDEH
= —

Built up: 1600 sqn
With CCTV facility

V.V NAVEEN BUILDERS
ThaeMinihethon 206 Strvet, Sefarshan Rager, Nadestaklom O - 126
94445 04762 / 97101 15462

Eunail: wiavon 0005 gnall.com
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City volunteers help daily wagers with food,
essential items to tide over pandemic woes

® SWEDHA RADHAXRISHNAN

CHENNAL As the clty gears

up for another stringent
lockdown, with thousands who
test positive for COVIDIS everday
struggling for bods and oxygen,
all attention Is focused on those
who nre falling prey to the virus
while the daily wagers in the city
go hungry for yet another week,
I an attempt to alleviate some of
thelr concerns, a group of
volunteers have stepped forward
to help those in need by
distributing food and essentials,

Darwin Annadural, one of the

A volunteer gives a packet of
essentials to a labourer

volunteers, said,
poople glving out food nnd
essentials to COVID infected
patients, but a large population of
casunl labourers are still going
hungry. Hence we doclded to help the
wagors by providing essential
{tems to them during the pandem ke
because these people don't have a
permanent source of income. Also,
they don't have family cards and are
unable to get things from
ration shops.™

Accarding to the volunteers
working with the labourers, n vast

daily w

“There are so many

majority of thetn borrowed o huge

amount of money from other's to stay
aflont during the first wave and have

since boen unable to ropay them
leading to further economic woes.

Another volunteer, Balakrishnan
from Velachery, pointed out that they
had distributed food packets to dally
wagers during the first wave but
their numbers have increased now,
“Unlike last year, the number of
dally wagers who lost thelr jobs has
increased and they cannot afford to
buy or make food. So, every day we
distribute food packets and twice n
woek we give them essential items
too. If they full shek we take them to
the nearby clinie and tend 1o thelir
medical care. So far none in my care
has developed COVID symptoms,”
he sald
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Chennai gets phft with artwork

T. SUDHEESH | DC
CHENNALI, SEPT. 9

For the last few weeks,
Chennai is dotted with eye-
catching artworks in vari-
ous zones every day thanks
to some voluntary groups,
non-government organisa-
tions (NGOs) and individu-
als who have joined hands
with the state government’s
prestigious Singara
Chennai 2.0 project.

The beautification works,
launched by Chennai Smart
City Limited (CSCL) under
the guidance of Greater Ch-
ennai Corporation, have pi-
cked up momentum in the
last few days across 15 zon-
es with the support of aro-
und 40 sponsors and artists.
Now each zone gets at least
two artworks every day.

Whether it is a space on
an overbridge or public
building or a compound
wall, the artists sponsored
by these voluntary organi-
sations as well as CSCL are

et
An art work created by Eco Society India at Basant Nagar.

making the art works mem-
orable and giving the city a
magnificent look.

A CSCL official said: “In
the first stage, we were
unable to find a proper
design that is affordable
and adaptable to the
acquired spaces. The artists
conceived  out-of-the-box
ideas and designs, But most
of them did not fit into our
budget. So we decided to

find sponsors. On that mis-
sion, we met various organ-
isations, commercial estab-
lishments and clubs to get
the project going. Now most
of the art works being done
are sponsored by various
organisations, We have
directly roped in seven
artists to get the work done.
In many cases, the sponsors
appoint their own artists.”
It may be recalled that

these artworks got inspira-
tion from the multiwall
paintings portrayed by a
group of 10 artists in asso-
ciation with St+art India
Foundation in Kannagi
Nagar, Ezhil Nagar and
Tsunami Nagar in the city
in March last year. They
undertook 15 works at a
cost of 240 lakh allocated by
the GCC.” ‘Art is a tool of
social uplift,’” says Darwin
Annadurai, an environmen-
tal scientist with Eco
Society India which spear-
headed two artworks at
Basant Nagar.

‘It's the life of people in
the city that is reflected in
most of the artworks. Our
work was based on the life
of fisher folks in a designat-
ed area. It was done in asso-
ciation with the Inner
Wheel Club. We found two
compound walls in areas
and convinced the artists
about the idea. We finished
the work and opened it to
the public on the occasion

of Madras Day celebration.
The civic body is providing
full support,” he said.

Uma  Shivakumar of
Karam Korpom, a city-
based NGO, said they creat-
ed an artwork on crematori-
um at Anna Nagar under
Singara Chennai project
after they were approached
by the GCC. “"We are hoping
to do more work in coopera-
tion with educational insti-
tutions and other organisa-
tions. We give emphasis on
social awareness rather
than beautification through
our works as art is a tool of
social empowerment’, she
said.

“We hope the initiative
will attract more like-mind-
ed people and well-wishers
in the city in the upcoming
days. We are trying to rope
in more residents and resi-
dents welfare associations
and artists to this grand
project in order to add more
colours to city ambiance”,
said a CSCL official.
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hen parents pop
out of sight, an in-
fant has trouble

believing they have not dis-
appeared forever. As its grow
in days, the infant totters on
to an understanding of “ob-
ject permanence”, learning
not to equate “popping out
of sight” with “going out of
existence”.

The problem arises when
infants that have grown into
adults fail to unlearn the les-
son of object permanence in
certain situations. If someth-
ing — and someone — keeps
popping out of sight far too
often, and pops back in only
after a drearily long passage
of time, it may actually be
disappearing from the
scene. Not with a bang, but
with a series of inscrutable
budges.

Applying this logic to wil-
dlife conservation, wildlife
ecologists can sometimes get
overly optimistic about a
species’ resilience, believing
it exists in the same encou-
raging numbers, ignoring
growing evidence that it is
checking out of many of its
known habitats. Talking of a
specific case, there is evi-
dence that it is time to such
shed misplaced optimism
about the Indian courser
(cursorius coromandelicus).

The Indian courser is
found across India in patch-
es of suitable habitats.
Though still described “wi-
despread” and of “least con-
cern”, the bird puts in rare
appearances in many of its
known habitats. In Chennai
and surrounding districts,
Indian courser’s occurrence
data is patchy, being occa-
sionally reported from lake
beds (when they had be-
come dry), the most notable
example being Siruthavoor.

With the Indian courser,
ornithologist V. Santharam
employs unminced language
one wants to hear more of-
ten.

“The Indian Courser is
one of those species likely to

UNCOMMON RESIDENT

become hugely uncommon
and disappear in the next
few decades. It has already
become uncommon in many
areas. Because, open areas
are places people think
should not be left open.” The
Indian courser is viewed as a
ground bird, because it lar-
gely sticks to terra firma even
when it perceives a threat to
its safety. Its “fleeing” beha-
viour shows this bird bets on
its wings as well as its legs to
carry it to safety — more on
the latter. The Indian cour-
ser belongs to the category
of birds that make short
work of nest-building. The
nest is just a scrape in the
ground.

Its preference for open,
dry land is what puts the
bird at a huge disadvantage.
Because, it is just the kind of
earth that turns the eyes of

“development”, eyes that
view fallow lands as waiting
to be “put to good use”.

“These birds like open
lands, open dry river beds,
lake beds and open stony
dry country,” points out San-
tharam. “The Indian Cour-
ser is receding because it
prefers open areas which are
sparsely populated and less
disturbed.”

Field notes

On the subject of how the
Indian courser is being
squeezed out of its habitats,
the ornithologist presents a
snapshot of a pre-monsoonal
Pallikaranai from the 1980s.

“We have seen the species
in Pallikaranai Marsh. Those
days, you would be able to
spot it right from the road
(which would later go on to
become the Pallavaram-Tho-

riapakkam 200-feet Ra-
dial Road.”

The natural water-
flow movement of the
Marsh existing at that
time provided a condu-
cive environment for
the Indian courser dur-
ing certain months of the
year. “In those days (just as
now), the Pallikaranai area
would be inundated up to
the road during the mon-
soon. But the difference is
that once the rains stopped,
the water would start reced-
ing. There would be these
areas along the road, for at
least up to 300 metres on
both sides, that would be co-
vered with slight grass in
most parts and be slushy in
some parts. Overall, it would
offer a more dry kind of hab-
itat for months. When the
water was down — as | have

seen in the months of Sep-
tember and October before
the monsoon arrived — the
Oriental pratincoles would
come. So would the Indian

coursers,” explains
Santharam.
He then goes on to present

the prevailing situation. “But
now, there is water logging

The Indian courser, a bird of
dry open land.
PHOTO: RAMA NEELAMEGAM

reeds would be seen only
half a kilometre away. When
the section got developed,
the character of the place
changed. The water would
not flow that freely and start-
ed stagnating and reeds also
started coming up close to
the road.”

Studies needed
“The Indian courser is one
the most neglected and least
studied birds,” says S Bala-
chandran, deputy director at
the BHNS Regional Migration
Study Centre in Point Calim-
ere. “It is not a common
bird, and over 40 years of
field studies, primarily
across Tamil Nadu, I must
have had only 10 sightings of
the Indian Courser. In the Ti-
runelveli side, in a dry area, I
had seen one or two Indian
coursers. Other of the rare
sightings I have had of this
species include the ones at
Kaliveli and Kodiakarai. Go-
ing by the Tamil Nadu expe-
rience, the bird is scarcely
found. As the bird prefers
neither wetlands nor for-
ests, and is a species of
dry open land, sur-
veying it can a chal-
lenge. Being found
in barren and dry
grassland, this bird
suffers directly from
development  activi-
ties. It is affected just as
the yellow-wattled lapwing
is, which is also a bird of dry
open land.”While according
due importance to the role of
citizen-science efforts to doc-
ument sightings of species
like the Indian Courser, Bala-
chandran punctuates the ne-
cessity of carrying out a sus-
tained study of the Indian
courser.
(‘Uncommon Resident’ dis-
cusses resident birds of Chen-

through the year, ct
the quality of the habitat.
Reeds are found right next to
the road. In those days,

nai and sur ding districts
that are not easily seen, and
may be dwindling in num-
bers)

Waterbody conservation organisation reports presence of African catfish in Agaramtheri iake

T.S. ATUL SWAMINATHAN

n July 5, members of
O the voluntary organ-

isation Eco Society
India discovered the pre-
sence of the African catfish
species — the African
sharptooth catfish (clarias
gariepinus) — in Agaram-
then lake, near Selaiyur.
Darwin durai, manag-

rious effect this invasive
species can have on the
lake ecosystem.

“A voracious feeder, this
catfish can gobble up na-
tive fish species, water
snakes and also hatchlings
of water birds. This species
is a prolific breeder.” T. D.
Babu, a former principal
scientist and research
scholar, Central Institute of

Br A Iture

ing trustee, Eco Society In-
dia, underlines the delete-

(CIBA) says: “T'ﬁe Indian
government has banned

breeding, farming, tran-
sporting and sale of this
fish as it is an invasive spe-
cies. As it grows and breeds
faster, it can dominate a
waterbody, subduing na-
tive species. Doing away
with this species is a chal-
lenge, as they can survive
in any adverse conditions.
As they are air breathers,
they can survive in sludge
with low dissolved oxygen
levels.” Annadurai adds,
“The Public Works Depart-

ment should take steps to
remove the catfish from
this lake at the earliest. Be-
sides, fishermen should be
advised not to rear it. The
waste from the poultries,
including, the wings of the
chicken, intestines, and
heads are fed to these spe-
cies. Rearing it in an artifi-
cial pond or spotted in wa-
terbodies will contaminate
the quality of the ground-
water, render a foul odour
and make it non-potable.”

/ African Catfishes.; "
PHOTO: SRECIAL ARRANGEMERT
by N ,
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World Wetlands Day: Mission to ramp
up eco-restoration of 100 wetlands

Call for village-level
surveys to map wetlands

T. SUDHEESH | DC
CHENNAL, FEB 2

As part of its efforts to step up eco-
restoration of 100 wetlands across
the State within five years, the nas-
cent Tamil Nadu Wetlands
Mission, under the Tamil Nadu
State Wetland Authority
(TNSWA), has prepared 17 draft
notifications and 13 Ramsar sites
proposals.

In the backdrop of the World
Wetlands Day that was observed
on Wednesday, Dr  Uma
Ramachandran, an expert with
the TNSWA, said the proposals
were prepared as per the Wetland
(Conservation and Management)
Rules, 2017. “'Eco-restoration of
wetlands is a daunting task. It has
been done through a multi-
pronged approach with the sup-
port of private institutions, volun-
tary organisations, NGOs and
local stakeholders. We hope to
accomplish the task of restoring,
protecting and conserving the wet-
lands and strengthen the wise use
of wetlands. As part of the effort,
we have formed “Wetland Mitras”
(‘Eeranilangalin Nanbargal') to
conduct the groundwork. We have
organised a clean-up drive to
restore the Selaiyur lake in
Tambaram. Also, directions have
been given to all district adminis-
trations to have a helpline number
for wetlands-related complaints
from the public so that immediate
action is taken to prevent degrada-
tion of wetlands,” she said.
According to her, identifying the
natural resources of Chennai and

addressing their degradation in a
sustained and systematic way is
critical to avoid floods and
droughts in the future. The natu-
ral ecosystem of Chennai district
comprises three rivers namely
Kosathalaiyar, Cooum and Adyar,
a couple of wetlands (Velachery
lake and Adyar Estuary Creek.),
and around six forest areas except
Huzur Gardens, Vandalur, Guindy
National Park, and forests in 1IT-
Madras, Madras Christian College
and Theosophical Society. The
human-made Buckingham Canal
also plays an equally important
role in the water map of the city.
Chennai has 31 wetlands and the
neighbouring districts -
Kancheepuram, Chengalpattu,
and Thiruvallur together have

Earwm An naE’ural , convenor,

Eco Society India, who is part of
the mission, said that restoration
of wetlands was the need of the
hour considering the fragile
ecosystem of Chennai. “It'sa grim
reality that Cooum and Adyar
rivers have been reduced to being
a part of the sewage drainage sys-
tem of the city A survey in the
Cooum river found 49 fish species
in 1949, which dwindled to 21
101979 and zero by the end of the
last millennium. That’s what hap-
pens when almost two-thirds of]
the total sewage generated is
drained untreated into our wet-
lands. In addition, a multitude of
issues has cropped up including
landgrab leading to shrinking of]
wetlands due to conversion for

non-wetland uses, vulnerability to

B. RAVICHANDRAN | DC
OO0TY, FEB.2

As the globe observed World
Wetlands Day on Wednesday, the
ecologists here called for village-
level surveys to map the wetlands
and to remove encroachments to
regain the micro-level wetland
ecosystem for healthy water
supply.

M. Kumaravel, field officer at CPR
environmental education centre
here, said for a healthy hill ecology,
wetlands and adjacent grasslands
are inseparable units. Wetlands are
water bodies saturated with water
and act as sponge, retain and
release water to the nearby streams
in a phased manner to ensure a
perennial water supply. This would
help manage the water needs.
Moreover a wetland ecosystem is
essential to conserve the flora and
fauna whose survivability depends
on wetlands. In ancient times wet-
lands used to be a major water

encroachments, waste dumping,
choked inlets and outlets, deple-
tion of water resources, quantity
and quality, invasion of exotic
species, depletion of oxygen,
dying native species, etc. There is
no awareness among people on the
benefits of a preserved wetland. It

resource in almost every human
settlement. Sadly the wetlands van-
ished due to unplanned develop-
ment activities, There is a need to
plan for regaining the lost wetland
ecosystem, he advocated.

G. Janardhanan, president of the
Ooty Town Public Awareness

Association, said time has come
for taking up a survey in villages to
identify wetlands and to take steps
to remove the encroachments in
wetlands to gradually regain the
lost wetland ecosystem. The local
civic body and revenue administra-
tions should form a team to map the
wetlands in every village.

Efforts should also be taken to cre-
ate awareness on the wetland
ecosystem and encourage the local
communities to conserve wetlands
for water supply and irrigation
needs. The district administration
should take advantage of the
favourable court orders to remove
eg((i:e%aclmems in water sources, he
al L

will resolve the storage of fresh-
water, improve groundwater
recharge and water quality, miti-
gate floods and help to grow a
large number of plant and animal
biodiversity by supporting liveli-
hoods of the local communities,”
he said.




Road laid inside Pallikaranai
marsh, garbage being dumped

Environment
Dept Turns
Blind Eye, Say
Activists

OmjasvinMDatimesgroup.com

Chennai: Repeated directions
from the Madras high court on
protecting water bodies have had
no effect, with the eco-sensitive
Pallikaranai marshland being
grabbed by encroachers who ha-
ve laid a road into it and are dum-
pinggarbage there, say residents.

The environment depart-
ment, water resources depart-
ment and the city corporation ha-
veturnedablindeyetothis mena-
ce, they allege.

Residents of Netaji Nagar ad-
Joining the marshland said they
spotted garbage trucks dumping
debris there and a road being laid

THREATENED: Construction waste being dumped on Pallikaranai wetland

on Friday. Geo-located photos
shared by the residents show de-
bris being dumped in the heart of
the marshland.

Sajeevan P, a social activist in
Perungudi, said this had been
happening for more than a week.
“It is being done with local politi-
cal support. First they dump de-
bris. Then they sell the area as
plots for as low as ¥3 lakh each.
That's how many adjoining areas

inthe marshland came up, People
from outside Chennai buy these
cheap plots,” sald Sajeevan, who
has worked around the marsh-
and for flood relief activities,
TOI shared the images with
environment department addi-
tional chief secretary Supriva
Sahu, who saw them but did not
respond, Greater Chennai Corpo
ration executive engineer Purus
hothaman said he would look into

the Issue.

Darwin Annadural, an envi-
ronmental scientist and founder
of Eco Society India, said the go
vernment must immediately fen-
ce the marshland. “A wetland de-
lineation study must be done to
identify water lands and terrest-
rial lands. Then the wetland must
be fenced,” he said.

Such grabbingof awaterbody
would lead to destruction of the
ecosystem. "It will affect wildlife
such as fish and birds there
When there are no fish, the birds
won't come. The illegal activities
also affect the water flow. We have
to at least protect whatever is re-
maining in the marshland,” he
said.

V Ravl, a resident of Pallika-
ranal, said during the 2015 floods,
the whole locality was flooded.
“The marshland is an important
catchmentarea into whichexcess
waterflowsduringrain. If it isob-
structed by unauthorised const-
ructions, we are going to see flo-
odsagain,” he said.
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Volunteers place bamboo guards that are
procured directly from weavers

NGO plants saplings
under urban forest
plan in north Chennai

CHENNAI: To develop green cover in Chennai,
a city-based NGO has initiated urban forest
project at Dr Ambedkar Government Arts
and Science College on Wednesday.

“In the first phase, we have identified 20 places
in the city including colleges, parks, and play-
grounds. This college has more empty spaces,
and an ideal place for green plantations. We
have planted 50 saplings with bamboo guards,”
said Darwin Annadurai of Eco-Society of India,
an NGO. “We are zeroing in North Chennai
because it less than 10% greenery in the
total land area.”

Usually, there are plastic guards placed
around the sapling for protection, but now, bam-
boo guards, which are procured from weavers,
are used. The saplings will be maintained by the
college NSS team.

“We have planted native trees such as
poovarasan and pungan which are suitable for
the soil. Even with minimal watering, the plants
will survive and plants that suit Chennai weath-
er condition is selected,” said another volunteer.

Destruction of trees for construction and poor
urban planning is another reason for the deplet-
ing greenery, pointed out Darwin, and added:
“Plants and trees will survive only if the public
start supporting the existing flora. It's the re-
sponsibility of all the stakeholders to enhance
green cover.”

The NGO noted that this urban forest initia-
tive will be extended to other parts of Chennai
with the help of sponsors.
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